PAGE  
15

OUR BELOVED COMRADES’ SUPREME SACRIFICE FOR FREEDOM WE ENJOY TODAY, TOMORROW AND SHALL ENJOY FOR GENERATIONS TO COME

A Tribute to Sipho Hashe, Qaqawuli Godolozi, Champion Galela, Siphiwo Mthimkhulu and Topsy Madaka

PRELUDE

The “mysterious disappearances” of our comrades can be traced back to that of Comrade Malawu Nomngqokwana, which happened in 1979. Comrade Malawu resided in Gqamlana Street in the township of New Brighton, Port Elizabeth. He was arrested at the New Brighton Railway station, beaten and tortured before he was taken to his home bleeding.

Desperate attempts by his family to trace him yielded no results. Clearly, the desperation and brutality of the South African Special Branch was taking a new turn. We have yet to hear from those responsible what happened to this gallant fighter for freedom.

Another mysterious disappearance was that of Mobs Gqirhana, affectionately known as “Bra Mobs” which followed that of Malawu and preceeded the ones of the comrades we are burying today. Bra Mobs had served time in Robben Island for ANC activities. On his release he was promptly placed under a banning order which was aimed at isolating him from his family and community. The inhumane Special Branch saw it appropriate to bar Bra Mobs from attending the funeral of his own mother.

Despite all these oppressive tactics on the part of the Special Branch Bra Mobs was not demoralized, he continued with his underground activities and later responded to a call to Lesotho. He had been called by the ANC in Lesotho for a mission. The late Comrade Mzimasi “Donald” Gcina an MK combatant based in Maseru was the last to see him. 

According to Comrade Mzimasi, Bra Mobs was accompanied to the Maseru Border where they watched him walk towards the border gate. Satisfied that he was safe they walked back anticipating to hear from him later about the mission he had been instructed to undertake once back in the country. That turned out to be the last time they would ever see him. We can only speculate that Bra Mobs was captured and killed. Comrade Mzimasi "Donald'' (MK name) Gcina was comrade Sipho Hashe's nephew who also died whilst undertaking an MK mission
SIPHO HASHE

Sipho Hashe was born in Middledrift, Ngcabasa Village in 1934. He relocated to Port Elizabeth to look for greener pastures in the 1950’s. During his stay in Port Elizabeth he joined the African National Congress and uMkhonto we Sizwe its’ Military wing. 

When the ANC was banned in 1961 he became an underground operative until he was arrested in 1962 for political activities and sabotage and was sentenced to ten years imprisonment in Robben Island.

Only to be released in October 1973 and immediately placed under house arrest for 5 years with strict conditions barring him from being in the company of more than three people at a time and restricting him to Kwazakhele township.

Although it became extremely difficult for him to work for the ANC, that did not deter him from continuing with his underground political work using every opportunity he could get. He worked underground with students during the 1976 and 1977 school uprising through his daughter who was a member of the student body.

His daughter and nephew Mkhululi would organize meetings at his house for political guidance. During this period most students were following the leadership of the Black Consciousness movement.  Hence Comrade Sipho Hashe started his cadre development program focusing particularly on the Freedom Charter and the policies of non-racialism. 

The security police were extremely repressive towards any form of student activism as a result daughter; nephew and other students were forced to flee into exile.  Hashe arranged that they leave the country and advised them that in exile they will find home within the ranks of the ANC and its military wing, Umkhonto we Sizwe (MK). 

After the banning of political organization, progressive newspapers and student organizations in 1977 the Congress of South African Students (COSAS) was established in 1979. Sipho Hashe convened secret political classes to educate students about the Freedom Charter and the policy of non-racialism. It was during those meetings that he met Siphiwo Mthimkhulu and other students activists.

After his banning order was lifted, working with ANC/MK underground structures they established legal political structures aimed at opposing the apartheid regime in every way possible.  Once such structure was the Port Elizabeth Black Civic Organization (PEBCO), formed in October 1979. 

Sipho Hashe became its fourth General Secretary serving with the likes of Champion Galela, Qaqawuli Godolozi, Jackson Mdongwe, Mangaliso Ngxokwana and Xola Makapela. It was under the collective leadership of PEBCO together with progressive trade unions such as MACWUSA and GWUSA that they rendered the Eastern Cape in general and Port Elizabeth in particular ungovernable.

Among the key resistance activities they organized was the three days stay away known as the Black weekend which enjoyed 100% support from the community. They demanded better housing and wanted to pay rents they could afford , better living conditions , better working conditions and wages , transport , education , schools , medical care and the abolishment of the bucket system .Soon after that they organized the consumer boycott which crippled the economy badly and the regime panicked and resorted to desperate measures. Hashe’s home was petrol bombed and caused a serious damage in the bedroom and dining room. A few weeks later on the 8th May 1985 he was abducted along with Qaqawuli Godolozi and Champion Galela. His family reported him missing and they were told that maybe he went to exile. On the 10th May his house was attacked by security police accusing his wife of hiding a terrorist. 

His son was axed on his finger and his wife was arrested under the state of emergency and was detained. His family searched everywhere without any success. It was only during the Truth and Reconciliation Commission that the families heard about his whereabouts. He was brutally murdered with the other two comrades by police force of that time. After 23 years their remains were discovered in Post Chalmers Farm in Cradock.

QAQAWULI GODOLOZI

Qaqawuli Godolozi was born in Durban 26 of July 1955. He is the son of Mbuyiselo Godolozi (Father) and Nobubele Jafta (Mother). His family relocated to Peddie in the Eastern Cape where he grew up and spent his teenage life. He received his primary education at Hotten Higher Primary School where he passed his standard 6 and then proceeded to Healdtown Boarding School where he matriculated.

After Matric he came to P.E. and worked at LTA Construction as a Clerk. He then joined the residence organization knows as PEBCO (Port Elizabeth Black Civic Organisation). PEBCO was instrumental in the formation of the United Democratic Front (UDF) by calling for the establishment of a structure called East Cape Coordinating Committee which gave birth to the formation of the UDF.

The mandate of the structure was to put all organizations opposed to apartheid under one umbrella. All the Mass Democratic Movement formations of that time including PEBCO were part of the UDF. In 1980 he was elected as the President of PEBCO. In 1981 he tied the knot with Buyelwa George of Grahamstown and they were blessed with two children.

PEBCO coordinated a host of resistance activities including, stay aways, bus and consumer boycotts and protest marches which led to his continued harassment by the security police. On the 8th May 1985 he received a call to fetch an overseas ambassador at the then Hendrik Vervoed Airport which turned out to be a police trap.

Together with Sipho Hashe and Champion Galela they were abducted by the security police and detained at Post Chalmers in Cradock where they were brutally tortured and eventually murdered and burnt to ashes. Some of their remains were discovered by National Prostituting Authority Task Team in Cradock.  

TWASILE CHAMPION GALELA

Champion Galela was born in Korsten Port Elizabeth on the 24th October 1947. He received his primary education at Hillskraal in Korsten. His family relocated to Kwa Zakhele in 1957 where he continued with his education at Ebhongweni Primary School and Zikweni Primary School before proceeding to Kwazakhele High School. 

His first job was at Town Talk Furniture. He got married to Rita Siyoni and they were blessed with two sons and a daughter, one son passed on in 1996. He was a sport enthusiast especially karate and judo. He was a well known photographer in Port Elizabeth. He was recruited and co-opted to PEBCO whilst he was working for Town Talk Furniture and was a member of the General Workers Union of South Africa. 

He became the Organising Secretary under Qaqawuli Godolozi. They were detained in 1983 in Jeffrey’s Bay Police Station for recruiting youth for military training. They were released in January 1984 without being charged.

After organizing the workers stay away they were abducted on the 8th May 1985 in P.E. airport while fetching an unknown ambassador. He was killed in the same way as Sipho Hashe and Qaqawuli Godolozi.

SIPHIWO MTHIMKHULU

Siphiwo Maxwell “Congress” Mthimkhulu, son to Sipho and Joyce Nobantu Mthimkhulu was born and bred in Njoli Street, Zwide Township in Port Elizabeth on the 23rd March 1960. The co-incidence of his birth with that of the banning of the ANC and other political organizations signified the militant and revolutionary character that he later became. He was a sense “politically baptized” with fire. He first recorded his political activism by joining the South African Student Movement (SASM) in 1977.

His first run in with authorities was at Jabavu High School in Alice where he was eventually expelled. He was later admitted at Healdtown (Now Ilanga) High School in Fort Beaufort where he was again expelled for his political activism. He returned to Port Elizabeth and was admitted at Loyiso High School. 

Siphiwo was always on the rudder screen of the special branch as a result he and his family were subjected to consistent police harassment. In once such raid he was charged for being in possession of banned literature and was sentenced to six months imprisonment. On his release he continued with his activism against colonial education.

At the time COSAS was formed, Siphiwo was in prison and on his release, he joined and swelled its’ ranks and became its’ committed member and leader.

After the banning of political organizations, Siphiwo assumed underground work.  Despite being continuously harassed by, amongst others, the notorious Colonel Niewoudt, he continued with his activism and organized students to the meeting that eventually led to the national school boycott demanding the abolishment of the Prefect system and the introduction of the Student Representative Council System (SRC).

In 1981 Siphiwo and his other comrades were later ordered by ANC leadership in Lesotho to suspend the class boycott. Some schools were burnt; students were not attending the school. During the same year the government of National Party wanted to celebrate 20 years of South Africa being declared as Republic in 1961.The ANC underground launched the Anti-celebration of the apartheid government.

It was an open secret that COSAS was spearheading the ANC campaign inside the country because it was banned, many people in exile and others in prison.  Siphiwo was part of an underground structure that was responsible for the distribution of pamphlets which came from the ANC to Lesotho that propagated the Akuyiwa and Azikhwelwa campaign.  The security police got information about the pamphlets and detained a number of student leaders.  Security forces were up and down looking for Siphiwo threatening his family, kicking doors trying to get him and some of the comrades. He was finally spotted on the night of the 31st May 1981 at Njoli as he was walking at Njoli Square by the special branch policeman and was shot. 
He was detained without trial for some time thereafter. His family struggled to know were he was detained despite the continued interrogation in the apartheid prison cells. Shortly after his release (an hour or so) Siphiwo complained of pains. He crawled from room to room in pain, he could not walk and his hair started falling off.  He was transported to Livingstone Hospital at 1am after suffering from pains.  

He was given immediate attention by the hospital and later transferred to Groote Schuur Hospital in Cape Town for experts and specialists to save his life.  He was later discovered that the police poisoned him while he was in prison with Thallium poison which was apparently used in United Kingdom to kill the mice or rats in the 1950’s.  He was subsequently discharged from the hospital paralyzed going back to Port Elizabeth home in a wheelchair. He continued treatment at Livingstone Hospital.  He later decided to sue the state for the suffering he endured while in detention.  The police wanted Siphiwo dead on his arrival at home after his release.

On the 14 April 1982 Siphiwo and his friend Topsy Madaka were both abducted by the security police that was their end in our society.  His (Siphiwo) wheelchair and Topsy’s car were both found abandoned in the borders. Siphiwo’s family kept on searching for him all over the country.  Security police kept on coming at Siphiwo’s home looking for him, kicking doors and threatening the entire family on many occasions. Sometimes they kept on saying, “he is back around the country well trained MK soldier” just to bluff the family.

Later in 1990 after the unbanning of the ANC and other political parties captain Dirk Coetzee revealed that Siphiwo and his friend were brutally murdered by security police and burnt to ashes and their remaining were thrown in the river.  It was later after 1994 when President Nelson Mandela became the first democratically elected president that the Truth and Reconciliation Commission was formed (TRC), headed by Bishop Tutu.  

The perpetrators came before the TRC asking for forgiveness for all the actions they committed during the time.  Col. Niewoudt appeared before commission asking for forgiveness for killing Siphiwo and Topsy.  It was unfortunate that Siphiwo and others became the victim of police for fighting for our beloved country South Africa.

The kind of forgiveness was fair for such cruel people, namely, the police, who tortured defenseless people or young students, abducting and murdering Siphiwo and others for their strong beliefs.  We may forgive but we shall never forget such barbaric vultures’.

TOPSY MADAKA

Topsy Madaka was born in Port Elizabeth in 1954 in Gratten New Brighton. He is the son of Nontsikelelo (Mother) and Mongameli (Father) Madaka who both passed on in 1990. In 1969 his family relocated to Kwa Zakhele Township. He received his primary education at Phendla Primary School in P.E. He furthered his studies at Emathafeni High School in Transkei. He also attended Mount Frere School of Commerce. While attending there he had an accident that affected his leg that left him with a limp on his right leg, so he came back to P.E to get treatment. After the healing process he went back to the School of Commerce in Mount Frere, Transkei.

For a long time Topsy did not show any political inclination, he only aired his views when he was in discussion or argument with close friends and relatives. He emerged clearly during the Black Consciousness era and was part of the student activities.

It was only in 1978 that his family noticed his political interest that included facilitating transport people who wanted to cross borders to Lesotho. He always pretended to be visiting his girlfriend when asked by his mother. While he was a student he was a member of South African Student Movement (SASM). After SASM was banned he became a member of COSAS even though he was no longer a student. He was one of the planners and the executers of COSAS activities. 
He used to open his home for COSAS meeting. As he was working he would often provide transport and financial help to the students. He was a one of the founder members of Port Elizabeth Black Civic Organization (PEBCO).He was a shop steward and organized a boycott against Wilson Rowntree Company that fired its employees. He used to go to Lesotho to the ANC embassy to take instructions back to his comrades. In January 1981 , Topsy managed to drive successfully two ANC guerrillas to Lesotho Luzuko Hoho and Mzimasi Gcina.
When his brother Mbuyiselo was banned, Topsy would go between with people with people who wanted to meet with Mbuyiselo and sometimes would on his own, execute all tasks that he believed would compromise his brother or break restriction orders. He with other leaders Lukes Mawawa Bongani, Ngcobo Nguna, Moki Cekisani and others initiated the formation of an organisation similar to the committee of ten of Soweto. They engaged the other activists that included Billy Masetla which ultimately led to the launch of COSAS in Port Elizabeth. Although he was no longer a student he was part of the group that spearheaded the formation of COSAS. He assisted the parents committee for the suspension of the 1980 student’s boycotts.
He decided to find a job so as to assist his comrades to execute the programs and activities of COSAS. The student movement COSAS made a special constitutional amendment that accorded him the status of an “ Associate Member “  He became the one of the first shopstewards of the General Workers Union of South Africa
(GWUSA). He always identified himself with the struggle and the people of South Africa until his mysterious disappearance. He was close friend and comrade of Siphiwo Mthimkhulu.

It is with great sadness that South Africa bid farewell to these giants of giants of the African National Congress. These comrades dedicated all their lives to the movement during the trying and testing times of the 80s where the order of the day was characterized by detention, death, imprisonment, torture, banning of the organizations and state of emergency. 
They played a leading role under those difficult conditions in mobilizing the people of Port Elizabeth for various campaigns, the Tricameral Parliament, UDF one million signature campaigns at Bloemendal, and Bus Boycotts They dedicated their lives to the ANC, as dedicated, loyal, disciplined and committed cadres of our movement. 

They relentlessly fought for freedom at all times hence they became a threat to the state. They dedicated all their lives and their energies to fighting for the liberation of the oppressed people of South Africa. These heroes struggled selflessly; they could be trusted to do what needed to be done.

These valiant compatriots, valiant, gallant fighters have fallen on their posts, on the battlefield. The African National Congress and its Alliance pay eternal tribute to these great sons of the continent for their monumental contribution to the struggle for a free, non-racial, non-sexist, democratic South Africa. We shall not mourn their departure but draw strength from their great works and sacrifices because we know what they stood for.

You fought for better education, jobs, security and houses for all. You will be remembered when you made history in the 80s under the collective leadership of PEYCO, PEWO, PEBCO, COSAS, AMABUTHO and UDF. You were harassed, detained, brutally murdered; we know you never enjoyed good time with your loved ones and families for a long, long time. You paid the price for the South Africa we are enjoying today. 

We, the people of South Africa, thank you for;

your bravery and wisdom,

your life and time, 

your selfless sacrifice, 

and for liberating the people of South Africa, 

We also thank your families for sacrificing their quality time with you.

We commit ourselves to learn from your unremitting efforts to build a better South Africa. You taught us the good lesson to love, cherish, serve, honor, respect and listen to the people, we will continue to do so.

Long live the undying spirits of Sipho Hashe, Qaqawuli Godolozi, Champion Galela, Siphiwo Mthimkhulu and Topsy Madaka

Amandla Ngawethu

All Power to the People

Matla Kea Rona
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ORDER OF PROCEEDINGS FOR THE SPECIAL PROVINCIAL OFFICIAL FUNERAL OF THE LATE SIPHO HASHE , QAQAWULI GODOLOZI , CHAMPION GALELA , SIPHIWO MTHIMKHULU AND TOPSY MADAKA

PART 01


07:00

*
Arrival of the remains and Family Service.




Coffin draped in African National Congress Colours.


08:20

*
Procession depart to Missionvale Campus for the 



Funeral Service.

PART 02

FUNERAL SERVICE  

08:00-08:15
Mourners arrive and are conducted to their seats by 


Ushers.

08:15-08:30
Ministers, Deputy Ministers, MEC’s and Mayors arrive 


at the hall and are conducted to their seats.

08:30-08:35
Premier Kiviet arrives at the hall and is conducted to 


her seat. 

08:40-08:50
The South African Police Services (SAPS) drape  



the Coffins with the National Flags, carry them from the 


Hearses to their designated positions.

08:50-09:00
Guard of Honour

09:00

President Zuma arrives at Missionvale Campus   

                            and is conducted to his seat

N.B.

The arrival of President Zuma is announced 

09:02-09:05
Family members arrive and are conducted to their 
seats.

THE SPECIAL PROVINCIAL OFFICIAL PROGRAM COMMENCES 

Program Director: Mr. N. Faku

09:05
*
Opening Remarks by Program Director


09:10
*
National Anthem led by SAPS Choir.

09:15
*
Opening Prayer by Idamasa President

                            Bishop Reverend Jika
09:20
*
Welcoming remarks by the Nelson Mandela Metro 
Executive Mayor, Ms N Maphazi.   

09:30
*
Reading of the Wreaths by:



Ms. L. Mtshake and 



Mr. S. Javu 

09:40
*
Reading of the Tribute by Mr. F. Lubisi.


09:50
*
Tribute by Colleague:  Mr. Tango Lamani



Family Representatives : 



Hashe Family by Mr Xola Makapela



Godolozi Family by Mr Mkhonto-Wesizwe Godolozi
                          Galela Family by Mr B. Mdoda

                          Mthimkhulu Family by Mr Mzolisi Dyasi

                          Madaka Family by Amandla Ngawethu Madaka

10:30
*
Tribute by Eastern Cape Premier, Ms Noxolo Kiviet. 

10:45
*
 Funeral Oration by President Zuma
11:00
*
Sermon by Reverend Xundu 

11:30
*
Vote of Thanks by Mandisa Hashe
11:35
*
The SAPS assume their positions and Coffins are
                            Carried to the Hearses
11: 40
*
Procession proceeds to Zwide Cemetery

                           The Procession
11: 45
*
 

The Hearse

                            Immediate Family members 

 President Zuma 

PART 3



VENUE:

ZWIDE CEMETERY

12:00
*
Arrival at the cemetery.

12:05
*
President Zuma and immediate family members 
arrive at Zwide Cemetery and are conducted to 
their seats in the marquee for the burial process.

12:10
*
The Pall Bearers remove the Coffins from the Hearses 
and proceed to the designated positions in the 
graves with the Clergy responsible for the burial. 

12:30
*
Burial process continues.



* 
Lowering of the coffins.



*
Committal and Burial Rites by the families.

13:00

*
Vote of Thanks

13:05

*
Benediction

13:10

*
Family members and the Presidential Retinue    

                           depart for Nelson Mandela Metro City Hall for 
                            Lunch
PART 4

VENUE : CITY HALL

13:30

*
Lunch

PART 5

VENUE: CITY HALL 

14:15

 *
Courtesy Call by President Zuma to joint  
                            Immediate families (25)

14:45

*
President Zuma takes leave and is conducted to 
                            the official vehicle by the receiving party. 

